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 President’s Letter 
We’re midway through winter in Northern Michigan. This season is featuring record 
setting wind chill temperatures and more than two feet of snow on the ground. The 
snow is a blessing to so many, but not sure I can say the same about a minus 40 
wind chill.  

 
I want to thank all our members who renewed their TLPOA memberships for 2019. 
Your donations make protecting the health of our lakes possible. If you haven’t 
renewed your membership, or you are a new property owner, please consider 
joining the TLPOA.  By the way, I keep being reminded to tell everyone, your 
donations are tax deductible! 

 
Your Board of Directors continues to meet via conference calls and has several 
projects underway.  Here are just a few: 

 
- A sub-committee was established to review existing by-laws which have not 

been changed in eleven years. Recommended changes will be published and 
reviewed at an upcoming general membership meeting. 

 
- Shoreline erosion control is getting a lot of attention. Check out the three videos 

posted on our website and Facebook page. We plan to have shoreline erosion 
control discussed at the May membership meeting as well. See Jim Morphey’s 
article on page 3. 

 
- PLM Lake & Land Management is handling obtaining permission slips from East 

Twin lakefront owners in preparation for the 2019 EWM season. If you receive a 
request in the mail, please complete it and return it immediately. Although we 
will never completely eradicate Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM), our diligence and 
continuous monitoring will minimize the spread of this invasive species while 
minimizing treatment costs. 

 
Separate articles on these and other projects are contained in this edition of 
Lewiston Lake Living. 

 
By the way, it’s not too late to start thinking about the warmer weather ahead. 
Please keep your safety, and the safety of your love ones, in the forefront of all your 
recreational activities this summer.  Provide the leadership and oversight to all your 
friends and relatives who enjoy these beautiful lakes and help keep everyone safe.  

 
 Hope to see you all at the May Membership Meeting scheduled for Saturday, May 
25th at 9:00 a.m. at the Lewiston Elementary School.  

 

Dominic Manzi 
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Interested in volunteering to work with the TLPOA as a Board Member? Talk to 
one of the Board Members and find out more about how you can help us help 
keep our lakes healthy and safe for all. 

 
Interested in becoming the editor of this newsletter?   It’s time to get some new 
  and refreshing input into the production of our quarterly newsletter. If so, 
contact the TLPOA President – Dominic Manzi. 

 
 
 
 

  

TLPOA EVENTS 
________________________ 

Membership Meetings  

scheduled for 2019: 
 
Saturday, May 25th  
Saturday, August 24th  
 
Both meetings will be held at 
the Lewiston Elementary 
School cafeteria. 
 
Join us for a cup of coffee at 
8:30 a.m. 
 
Meetings start at 9:00 a.m. and 
usually last about one hour. 
 
________________________ 
 

Summer Beach Party  
Saturday, July 13th. 
 
Live Music by Side Trak’d 
 
Games and music start at  
5 p.m. 
 
 
________________________ 
 
 
WANT TO HOST AN EVENT? 
 
TLPOA functions such as the 
Heart of the Summer Party, 
and/or a Wine & Cheese Party 
are not yet scheduled. 
 
If you are interested in being a 
host for one of these functions, 
please contact a Board 
Member, or email us at: 
LewistonLakeLiving@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 



Follow-up: Water Clarity Study by Jim Morphey 
 
If you have not already taken the opportunity to view the 2018 Water Clarity Study of our Twin Lakes 
that your TLPOA commissioned last year, you can now view it at: lewistonlakeliving.com. 
 
The study by RLS concluded that the overall quality of both lakes is excellent. However, the 
deterioration in the water clarity of East Twin when compared with West Twin over the past 25 years is 
caused by several factors. The predominant factor is shoreline erosion. As a result, your TLPOA Board is 
formulating a comprehensive plan to address this issue. The plan will have several parts including: 

• Researching best practices by other Michigan Lake Associations 

• Lakefront owner awareness and education 

• Vendor identification for remedial action 

• Ongoing testing and lakeshore monitoring 

• Ongoing communication plan 
 
Our research through Michigan’s DEQ, DNR, DNER, and Michigan State University Extension Services, 
indicates a preference to “Soft Armored” solutions to lakeshore erosion which relies primarily on 
Natural, non-evasive plant solutions over “Hard Armored” solutions which consist concrete, steel, or 
wood barriers. 
 
There are several factors supporting natural shoreline solutions: 

1. According to the DEQ the estimated cost of installing natural shoreline solutions including 
bioengineering materials averages from $10 - $20 per linear foot. The financial cost of hard 
armoring the shore, using seawalls and bulkheads can range from $45 - $200 and up per linear 
foot. 

2. Required permitting through DEQ for natural barriers is sometimes easier 
3. Natural solutions better promote wildlife and a healthy fishery 
4. Natural barriers do a better job with Canadian Geese prevention 
5. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 36% of the lakes nationwide have been 

graded with a “poor” lakeshore habitat rating.  Lakes with poor surrounding vegetation are 
about three times more likely to have biological conditions. 

6. A published report from Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources & Environment (DNRE): 
“The problem is poorly planned lakeshore development. Bit by bit, the cumulative effects of tens 
of thousands of lakeshore homeowners “fixing up” their property are damaging one of the 
state’s valuable resources – it’s fragile lake habitats.” 

 
While the lakeshore erosion control plan will help us all learn to become better stewards of our 
precious lakes there are some things we can all do now to contribute to this initiative: 

• The next time you are bored simply Google “Michigan Inland Lakes Erosion Control’” and you will 
be amazed at the available publications that currently exist on this topic. After spending time 
reading up, talk to your neighbors…particularly any new neighbors who are new to lake living. 

• Maintain a natural barrier between your lakeshore and your manicured lawn. It will help with the 
Canadian Geese problem, too. 

• Control and eliminate any storm-water and runoff from your property into the lake. 

• Before replacing, repairing, or installing seawalls contact a TLPOA Board member first in addition 
to contacting the DEQ for the proper permits. 

 
Look for much more from your TLPOA Board regarding this in the future. 

  



From Your Albert Township Supervisor 
 

      I have two items that I would like to make you aware of.  The first item is recreational  
marijuana. The Albert Township Board passed a resolution prohibiting marijuana establishments in 
Albert Township. This resolution takes effect February 15, 2019.  A resolution prohibiting medical 
marijuana establishments in the township took effect just over a year ago. In summary, there will be no 
growing, processing, or selling of any type of marijuana in Albert Township for commercial use.  
 
    Starting in mid-July 2019 Fleming Road will be widened and repaved from County Road 612 going 
south through the Cobb Road interchange.  Beside the general deterioration of the road, the township 
and county road commission feel there is a safety concern for drivers on Fleming Road due to the 
number of people walking and biking, which is further compromised by a number of sharp turns in the 
road.  Fleming Road will be widened from its current 22 feet to 28 feet.  Included within the widening of 
Fleming Road to 28 feet will be one five-foot walking/biking lane that will be attached to the roadway.  
 
    Albert Township has a 0.5 local millage that it can use for roads.  That 0.5 millage equates into about 
$78,000 a year.  Of that amount, $32,000 is used for brining, leaving $46,000 available for local road 
projects. The Township saved for two years to finance its share of the Fleming Road Project, with the 
Montmorency County Road Commission financing the balance. In addition, both the township and the 
road commission can make use of some special funding to help pay for the walking/biking lane.  
  
    In conclusion there are other local road projects that the township has been looking to do and hopes 
to do in the future with its 0.5 millage.  I believe this brings you up to date on Albert Township/Lewiston 
issues.  Wishing you all the very best!  
 

Mike Dombrowski, Supervisor  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
It’s winter alright. The elk have gathered into 
herds. This pic was taken off M-32 near Gingell 
Rd, where they have been spotted several 
times over the past several weeks. 
 
On this January day, we counted 34 heads. 
 
Elk in Michigan roam in areas people can easily 
drive to, and they’re literally in our back yards. 
 
If you want to find out more about Michigan’s 
elk, and where to go see them, visit: 
www.michigan.org/article/trip-idea/guide-elk-
viewing-michigan... 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.michigan.org/article/trip-idea/guide-elk-viewing-michigan
http://www.michigan.org/article/trip-idea/guide-elk-viewing-michigan


Aeration Program Set to Continue in 2019 
The Board held a special meeting in December to discuss aeration system, which has been in place on 
East Twin since 2004. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the information contained in the 
Water Clarity study conducted by RLS. Part of the study included reviewing the bubblers and to get 
some additional information as to their effectiveness. 
 
A significant reduction has been recorded in muck levels since the program first launched, but the RLS 
study raised issues with the program as it exists today. For example, RLS indicated that we needed to 
have many more data collection points to measure muck levels.  
 
The Board will continue the aeration for at least one more year while it considers the RLS 
recommendations. 
 
Eurasian Water Milfoil Update 
PLM Lake and Land Management has mailed out permission slips to property owners on both East and 
West Twin. If you receive a permission slip, please complete the form and send it back to them as soon 
as possible. The permission slips are required to obtain the necessary permit to treat EWM. 
 
2019 will be the fifth year in our efforts to control the spread of EWM on West Twin. It will also be our 
first year doing the same on East Twin. 
 
We know that without a persistent process of surveying and spot treatments, Eurasian Water Milfoil 
will spread, resulting in higher treatment costs down the road. 
 

 
  PICTURE OF EWM TAKEN FROM WISCONSIN DNR 

 

If you suspect any new EWM locations while you are out on the water next season, please contact Tom 
Conquest at either 616-204-9292 or boiler15@att.net. 
 

 

 

mailto:boiler15@att.net


 

 
YES, THEY ARE GREAT LAKES INDEED! 

 

The Great Lakes provide an outline for 

the great state of Michigan with over 

3,288 miles of shoreline. 
 

Standing anywhere in the State of 

Michigan, you are never more than 85 

miles from a Great Lake. 
 

These are majestic bodies of water that 

make up 20% of earth’s fresh water. 
 

 About 70 million people visit these 

Great Lakes every year to enjoy their 

water and beaches. Sandstone cliffs, 

high dunes, extensive trails, 

campgrounds, and diverse wildlife are 

just some of the many attractions of the 

Great Lakes. It is estimated that $15 

billion is spent on leisure activities every 

year. 
 

Article by Colin Stief, March 2018 

ThoughtCo. 

 

 

 

 

 SUPERIOR MICHIGAN HURON ERIE ONTARIO 

LENGTH 

(miles) 
350 307 206 241 193 

WIDTH 

(miles) 
160 118 183 57 53 

AVG. DEPTH 

(feet) 
483 279 195 62 283 

MAX. DEPTH 

(feet) 
1,322 925 750 210 802 

SURFACE AREA 

(square miles) 
31,700 22,300 23,000 9,910 7,340 

 
Information from the Rourke Corporation “The Great Lakes of North America” 

                                          



>>> Please check your newsletter mailing label for your current membership status. <<< 
 

 

2019 TLPOA MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 

                                                                   New                    Renewal 
 

Member Name(s)     _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email Address(es)    _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Primary Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________       
 
   City __________________________________________________State__________________ZIP_____________  
 
Lake Address __________________________________________________________________________________         
 

Telephone (       ) __________________________                                   East Twin Lake             West Twin Lake 

  

2019 MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 
 

 

Membership Dues or 
Suggested Contribution Amounts 

My Lake 
Contribution 

 

Membership Dues 
Lake Stewardship provides additional 
funding for special projects benefitting 
the lake community. 

$125 Lake Stewardship 
or 

$35 Basic Family Membership 
 $ 

 

Aeration Suggested Contribution 
Your contribution will allow the TLPOA 
to maintain the aeration system on East 
Twin Lake, including replacing parts as 
needed, and paying for electricity. 
Suggested contribution rates based on 
lake frontage owned are shown at right.  
We welcome all levels of contribution! 

 

Lakefront Owners 
Less than 75 ft. of lake frontage 
75 to 125 ft. of lake frontage 
More than 125 ft. of lake frontage 
 

Shared Access 

 
 

$50 
$75 

$100 
 

$25 
 

$ 
 

Eurasian Water Milfoil Treatment 
Suggested Contribution 
It is imperative this invasive aquatic 
plant be controlled and not allowed to 
overrun our lakes.  Your contribution 
will cover the cost of surveying and 
treating infested areas.  Suggested 
contribution rates based on lake 
frontage owned are shown at right.  We 
welcome all levels of contribution! 

 

Lakefront Owners 
Less than 75 ft. of lake frontage 
75 to 125 ft. of lake frontage 
More than 125 ft. of lake frontage 
 

Shared Access 

 
 

$100 
$150 
$225 

 

$50 
 

$ 

 MY TOTAL LAKE CONTRIBUTION $ 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!  PLEASE MAIL TODAY! 
The TLPOA is a 501(c)(3) public charity and all contributions are tax deductible. 

Please make your check payable to TLPOA and mail to 
P.O. Box 807, Lewiston, MI  49756 

 

  



 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE TWIN LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION! 
 

 

 

 

Twin Lakes Property Owners Association 

P.O. Box 807 

Lewiston, MI 49756 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL TO SEE IF YOU NEED TO RENEW YOUR TLPOA MEMBERSHIP! 

 


