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President’s Letter 
 

As I begin my first year as your new TLPOA President, I’d like to thank Dominic 
Manzi for his past support and continuing guidance through what I hope to be a 
seamless transition for our organization. 
 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic this past year has certainly curtailed many of 
our TLPOA activities, membership meetings, and social events particularly. But I 
can assure you the following priorities continued through 2020 per our mission 
of maintaining the quality of our lakes: 

• Upgrade and continued operation of our East Twin Aeration System 

• Ongoing treatments of the Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) invasive 
species on West Twin 

• Water Clarity and water quality monitoring through the Michigan 
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP) 

 
While an improving pandemic situation is expected this coming year, it remains 
questionable if we will be back to normal anytime soon. Your TLPOA Board 
views communication with our TLPOA membership as extremely important. So, 
if an in-person gathering at our annual May Membership Meeting is not 
possible, some type of virtual meeting will be held in its place. Watch for 
further details in the coming months. 
 
Lastly, I am happy to report that water clarity measurements on East Twin 
improved slightly this past season. Shoreline erosion was identified as a leading 
cause of East Twin water clarity degradation from our East Twin Water Clarity 
Project. It is encouraging to see many lakefront improvements being taken by 
our lakeshore residents to minimize erosion during these times of high lake 
levels. Keep up the good work! 
 
Some articles on effective lakefront management are included in this 
newsletter to help us all keep our lakes healthy. I would encourage you to take 
the time to browse through them. I would also encourage all our members to 
invite any new neighbors you might meet to join the TLPOA. The more 
members we have, the more we can accomplish. 
 
Please stay healthy and safe. I look forward to seeing many of you again as soon 
as possible. 
 
Tom Conquest 
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Twin Lakes Property Owners Association 
Statement of Activities for January 1 to December 31, 2020 

 
 
 

TENTATIVE 2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
THESE EVENTS AND DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 

 

May 29 Membership Meeting – Lewiston Elementary School  

 

July 10  Beach Party – East Twin Public Beach (features games for kids and live music) 

 

August 25 Membership Meeting – Lewiston Elementary School 

 

Later this year, we may reach out to determine interest in someone hosting a Wine & Cheese Party in 

the fall (September or October). 
 

  



10 Ways to Protect Your Lake – Michiganlakeinfo.com 
 

1. Don’t use lawn fertilizer that contains phosphorus. If you use a professional lawn service, insist upon a 

fertilizer that does not contain phosphorus. 

2. Use minimum amount of fertilizer recommended on the label. More is not necessarily better. 

3. Water lawn sparingly to avoid washing nutrients and sediments into the lake. 

4. Don’t feed ducks and geese near the lake. Waterfowl droppings are high in nutrients and may cause 

swimmer’s itch. 

5. Don’t burn leaves and grass clippings near the shoreline. Nutrients concentrate in the ash and can easily 

wash into the lake. 

6. Don’t mow grass to the water’s edge. Instead, allow a strip of natural vegetation (i.e., a greenbelt) to 

become established along your waterfront. A greenbelt will trap pollutants and discourage nuisance geese 

from frequenting your property. 

7. Where possible, promote infiltration of stormwater into the ground. Build a rain garden to capture runoff 

from driveways and downspouts. 

8. Don’t dump anything in area wetlands. Wetlands are natural purifiers. 

9. If you have a septic system, have your tank pumped out every 2-3 years, depending upon use. 

10. Don’t be complacent-your collective actions will make or break the lake! 

 

 

 

 
 



  

LAKESHORE RESTORATION PROJECT-Jim Morphey 
We purchased our cabin on East Twin Lake in 2017. Almost immediately we realized that we needed to do 

something with our 185 feet of lakeshore. It was obvious that we were experiencing significant erosion. Almost at 

the same time, I volunteered to become a member of the TLPOA Board and I was assigned a project to look at 

potential solutions to our lake’s water clarity issue. Lakeshore erosion was thought to be a major contributor to 

lack declining water clarity. I searched the web, took an excellent online class through MSU Extension called 

“Introduction to Inland Lakes” and I developed a comprehensive library of everything I could find on the topic of 

Lakeshore Erosion. 

 

I then talked to local landscape contractors who were Certified Natural Shoreline Professionals after we decided 

on natural shoreline restoration vs. building a seawall or using rip-rap rock. We chose to go natural based on all 

the research that showed that a natural solution was better for wildlife and the long-term health of the lake. The 

natural option helped prevent Canadian geese intrusion, was less expensive than “hard armoring,” protected our 

fish, and lastly, was much easier to obtain required permitting from the Department of Environmental Quality 

(DEQ-since renamed EGLE).  Previously, I had received two bids for a pure rip-rap solution with a fabric 

underlayment from two local companies for our 185 feet of shoreline, that were both in excess of $10,000. 

 

We hired an engineering company to assist with the design and construction of a natural shoreline restoration, 

even though my son is a professional civil engineer who specializes in Lake Michigan lakeshore restoration for his 

company and he is also a Certified Natural Shoreline Professional. My reasoning was that if I found a viable 

engineering firm, I could refer TLPOA members to the firm for similar work. In the end I used the firm only for 

design and some permitting. My son also assisted on permits required by the Montmorency Drain Commission as 

well as developing the plan. 

 

We purchased all of the materials from a company in Maryland called Eco Depot and had them delivered to our 

cabin. All of the materials used were biodegradable and over time will go away. We purchased 4 tons of rock and 

also some sand from Lewiston Sand and Gravel, and we rented a Skid Steer from Alta Construction Equipment in 

Gaylord for one day. All of the 400 native plants we used came from Otsego Conservation District in Gaylord, who 

were very helpful in our selection of the best native plants to use. 

 

I recruited my four grown kids, their spouses and friends, and grandkids.  We spent an entire day preparing the 

lakeshore for plants.  This included pounding long stakes into the shore, putting in place a biodegradable 

underlayment, installing 18 10-foot-long coir logs, and strategically placing 4 tons of large rocks along the 

shoreline. The entire family got a real sense of accomplishment working on this project. It then took another two 

days for my wife, my daughter and I to plant 400 new native plants into the shoreline. 

 

In the end, we saved at least $2,000 from what a pure rip-rap solution would have cost. 

 

I’d be more than happy to answer any questions you may have regarding this project of help point others 

interested in Natural Shoreline Restoration in the right direction. You can email me at morphey@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BEEN THINKING OF PLANTING A TREE, OR TWO, OR THREE? 
 

Looking for a way to improve the looks of your lakefront property, and help in preventing nutrients and pollutants 

from the lake?  We all are! Check this out:  

 

The Alpena-Montmorency Conversation District is having a tree sale.  The prices are really great, and the selection 

is superb. All you do is order online and pick-up day is Saturday, May 8, at the Montmorency County Fairgrounds 

between 9am and 2pm. The Fairgrounds are located about two miles north of Atlanta on the east side of M-33. 

 

The website is excellent! It provides a lot of information on various trees and plants along with photos. 

The website can be found at http://www.alpenamontcd.org/tree-sale.html. 

 

 

 
Pictured above: Edmond Eagleson III surveys the lakeshores, taking note on some of the fine work TLPOA 

lakefront owners have been doing to prevent lakeshore erosion.  He too supports the planting of trees and is 

promoting the planting of white pines in and around the lakes in his new book titled.   PLANTING TREES IS 

REALLY EASY-EVEN FOR SILLY HUMAN BEINGS, edited and published by Garbonzo and Cecchi Bean Publishing.  
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WINTER WONDERLAND – LEWISTON MICHIGAN 

 
 

 



>>> Please check your newsletter mailing label for your current membership status. <<< 
 

 

2021 TLPOA MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 

                                                                   New                    Renewal 

 
Member Name(s)     _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Email Address(es)    _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Primary Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________       

 

   City __________________________________________________State__________________ZIP_____________  

 

Lake Address __________________________________________________________________________________         

Telephone (       ) __________________________                                   East Twin Lake             West Twin Lake 

  

2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 
 

 

Membership Dues or 
Suggested Contribution Amounts 

My Lake 
Contribution 

 

Membership Dues 
Lake Stewardship provides additional 
funding for special projects to study and 
maintain a healthy lake ecology and 
benefit the lake community. 

$150 Lake Stewardship 
or 

$35 Basic Family Membership 
 

$ 
 

Aeration Suggested Contribution 
Your contribution will allow the TLPOA 
to maintain the aeration system on East 
Twin Lake, including replacing parts as 
needed, and paying for electricity. 
Suggested contribution rates based on 
lake frontage owned are shown at right.  
We welcome all levels of contribution! 

 

Lakefront Owners 
Less than 75 ft. of lake frontage 
75 to 125 ft. of lake frontage 
More than 125 ft. of lake frontage 
 

Shared Access 

 
 

$50 
$75 

$100 
 

$25 
 

$ 
 

Eurasian Water Milfoil Treatment 
Generous contributions from our 
membership along with grants from 
Montmorency County have allowed the 
TLPOA to respond quickly to control 
EWM and have covered the anticipated 
costs of surveying and treating infested 
areas.   

We are currently funded at a sufficient 
level to meet current needs  

and have suspended our requests for 
funding for 2021. 

Thank you! 

 

 MY TOTAL LAKE CONTRIBUTION $ 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!  PLEASE MAIL TODAY! 
The TLPOA is a 501(c)(3) public charity and your contribution may be deductible if you itemize your 

deductions on your tax return.  Consult your tax adviser for details. 
 

Please make your check payable to TLPOA and mail to  

P.O. Box 807, Lewiston, MI  49756 

11/20 TLPOA NL 



 

 

 

 
Visit the TLPOA website at 
www.tlpoalewistonmi.com 

for TLPOA updates and links to 
community resources. 

 
Join us on Facebook! 

Twin Lakes POA, Lewiston MI 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE 

TWIN LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twin Lakes Property Owners Association 

P.O. Box 807 

Lewiston, MI  49756 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL. 

DO YOU YOU NEED TO RENEW YOUR TLPOA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2021? 

PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR LAKES HEALTHY! 


